Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


1 


- 

QURRE  I  F  SERIAL  RECORD 


CROP,S  AND  MARKETS 


FOR  RELEASE  MONDAY,  MARCH  30,  1959 


VOLUME  78                                          CONTENTS                                           NUMBER  13 

PAGE 

COTTON 

Canadian  Cotton  Consumption  Continues  Uptrend   28 

U.  S.  Cotton  Linters  Exports  Up  Sharply  in  January    28 

U.  S.  Cotton  Exports  Down  in  January   28 

Belgian  Congo  Produces  Less  Cotton  in  1958-59   30 

Greece  Establishes  Single-Variety  Cotton  Areas    30 

DAIRY  AND  POULTRY  PRODUCTS 

Ecuador  Gets  Chicks  From  Heifer  Project,  Inc   7 

Jamaica  Has  New  Dairy  Breed   8 

Netherlands  Exporting  More  Butter  ■.   11 

France's  Butter  Exports  Gain  -   12 

Guatemalan  Milk  Producers  Seek  Government  Aid  ,   12 

FATS,  OILSEEDS,  AND  OILS 

Uruguay  Increases  Export  Quota  for  Sunflower  Seed  Oil   18 

Antarctic  Sperm  Oil  Output  Down   18 

Afghanistan  Imports  Russian  Margarine  r>  ,   20 

Colombian  Sesame  Seed  Output  Up  in  1958   20 

Indonesia's  January  Copra,  Palm  Oil  Exports  Down   20 

Denmark  Making  "Super-Grade"  Margarine   21 

Drought  Reduces  Brazil's  1959  Oiticica  Oil  Output   22 

Ceylon's  1958  Copra,  Coconut  Oil  Exports  Down  One-fifth  From  1957    22 

U.  S.  Sesame  Seed  Imports  Down  Slightly  in  1958   26 

Canadians  Plan  Smaller  Acreage  of  All  Oilseeds  Except  Flaxseed   27 

FOREIGN  TRADE  DEVELOPMENTS 

Denmark  Liberalizes  More  Agricultural  Items   2 

Japan's  Agricultural  Imports  Drop  in  1958   14 

FRUITS,  VEGETABLES,  AND  NUTS 

Canadians  To  Plant  Fewer  Potatoes   5 

Yugoslav  Prune  Crop  Sold   6 

Smaller  1959  Australian  Canned  Fruit  Pack  in  Prospect   6 


(Continued  on  following  page) 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  SERVICE 
WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


2                                              Foreign  Crops  and  Markets                      Vol.  78,  No.  13 

CONTENTS  (Continued)  Page 

FRUITS,  VEGETABLES,  AND  NUTS  Continued 

U.  S.  Share  of  Canadian  Dried  Fruit  Market  Declines    7 

U.  S.  Pears  Arrive  Overseas  in  Good  Condition   13 

Jamaica  Lifts  Restrictions  on  Imports  of  U.  S.  Canned  Fruit    13 

Ireland's  Apple  Imports  Up  Nearly  50  Percent    22 

France  To  Subsidize  Apple  Juice  Exports    2k 

Iraq's  Large  1958  Date  Pack  Low  in  Grades  for  U.  S.  Market   2h 

GRAINS,  FEEDS,  SEEDS,  AND  HOPS 

Canada  To  Give  Wheat  Flour  to  Refugees   5 

Switzerland's  Rice  Imports  Increase  in  1958    l6 

Canada  To  Seed  Larger  Wheat  Acreage    17 

U.  S.  Exports  More  Wheat  and  Flour   18 

India's  Rice  Acreage  Up  2.8  Million  Acres   20 

LIVESTOCK  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS 

Yugoslavia  May  Send  Beef  to  U.  K.  .  .  .  .   8 

U.  K.  Raises  Import  Quota  for  Frozen  Beef  Tongues    8 

New  Zealand  Meat  Officials  To  Study  U.  S.  and  Canadian  Inspection  Methods  .  8 

Uruguayan  Wool  Market  Continues  Slow    9 

Australia  Places  Controls  on  Meat  Shipments  to  U.  S   10 

U.  K.  Lard  Imports  Up  in  January;  U.  S.  Share  Increases   10 

Canadian  Tallow  Production  Up  in  1958    11 

Revised  Data  on  Australian  Meat  Shipments  to  U.  S.  in  February   11 

SUGAR  AND  TROPICAL  PRODUCTS 

1959  Danish  Sugar  Beet  Acreage  Cut  Sharply    12 

Factory  To  Make  Soluble  Coffee  Proposed  in  Ecuador    13 

East  Pakistan  Announces  1959  Jute  Acreage   13 

Guatemala's  Sugar  Surplus  Increasing   13 

India  Extends  Excise  Taxes  to  Khandsari  Sugar    lk 

TOBACCO 

U.  S.  Tobacco  Exports  Up  in  January  1959*   3 

Finnish  Cigarette  Consumption  Continues  Decline    k 

Greek-Hungarian  Trade  Agreement  Includes  Tobacco    k 

Belgium's  Tobacco  Imports  From  U.  S.  Drop   5 


00O00 

DENMARK  LIBERALIZES  MORE 
AGRICULTURAL  ITEMS 

On  April  1,  Denmark  will  further  liberalize  imports  from  dollar  areas.  Among 
the  items  to  be  added  to  the  list  of  commodities  which  can  be  freely  imported  are 
cheese,  casein,  and  citrus  fruits  other  than  lemons.     (The  latter  were  included  in 
an  earlier  liberalization  list.)    The  new  free  list  for  imports  from  dollar  areas 
will  include  the  same  commodities  as  the  list  now  in  effect  for  European  countries. 
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U.  S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
UP  IN  JANUARY  1959 

U.  S.  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  January  1959;  at  27.5  million 
pounds,  were  15  percent  greater  than  those  in  January  1958*    The  value  of 
January  1959  exports,  at  $20.1  million,  was  12.1*  percent  above  the  January 
1958  value. 

Exports  of  flue-cured,  dark-fired  Kentucky-Tennessee,  and  Virginia  fire- 
cured  were  well  above  those  of  January  a  year  ago.    All  other  kinds  except  Black 
Fat  declined.    Exports  of  dark-fired  Kentucky-Tennessee  were  significantly 
larger  than  in  January  1958 — 2.2  million  pounds,  compared  with  1.0  million. 

Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  for  the  first  7  months  of  the  1958-59 
fiscal  year  totaled  3U8  million  pounds --up  about  h  percent  from  exports  of  335 
million  for  the  corresponding  period  of  fiscal  1957-58.    The  value  of  fiscal 
1958-59  exports,  through  January,  was  up  5*7  percent  from  the  same  period  a  year 
ago. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    U.  S.  exports,  by  type  and  export  weight, 
January  1958  and  1959*  with  percent  change 


January 

:  Percent 

January 

:  Percent 

Type 

1958 

!  1959 

:  change 

:  1958 

:  1959 

:  change 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

pounds 

:  pounds 

Percent 

•  dollars 

:  dollars 

:  Percent 

17,9^0 

:  21,Ii-39 

+  19.5 

:  13,356 

•  16,008 

+  19.9 

2,235 

:     1,512  i 

-  32.3 

:  1,81*0 

:  1,321*- 

:    -  28.0 

Dark -fired  Ky.-Tenn. 

990 

:     2,l6l*  « 

+118.6  - 

:  516 

936 

+  81.1* 

Va.  fire-cured  l/..: 

U65 

:        631  • 

+  35-7 

332 

1*00 

+  20.5 

971 

:        ^96  i 

-  1*8.9 

723  - 

:  397 

-  1*5.1 

11 

112  ; 

5  • 

85  - 

8  . 

169  ; 

2  . 

68  . 

3^7  : 

391  : 

+  12.7  ! 

265  . 

31*6  ! 

+  30.6- 

2U5  . 

186  . 

-  2I+.1  < 

1*78  \ 

361*  ; 

-  23.8 

1+69  ; 

138  : 

-  70.6  . 

3^0  j 

95  - 

-  72.1 

1  j 

llf  ; 

1  . 

8  . 

197  : 

217  ; 

+    10.2  ; 

92  j 

+ioi*.i* 

23,879  \ 

27,^69  \ 

+    15.0  \ 

17,903  i 

20,123  \ 

+  12.1*. 

l/  Includes  sun-cured. 


Compiled  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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January  1959  exports  of  tobacco  products  were  valued  at  $6.3  million- -the 
same  as  in  January  1958.     January  shipments  of  cigars  and  cheroots  were  sub- 
stantially larger  this  year  than  last--582,000  pieces,  compared  with  292,000. 
Cigarettes  and  smoking  tobacco  in  packages  were  slightly  larger.     Other  prod- 
ucts dropped. 


TOBACCO  PRODUCTS:    U.  S.  exports,  January  1958  and  1959, 
with  percent  change 


Products 

'      Jan  uar y 

±yyu 

;      Jan  uar y 
±yjy 

•  Percent 

Cigars  and  cheroots 

• 

582 

+  99-3 

Cigarettes 

1,350 

i  +.6 

Chewing  and  snuff 

• 

;  69 

:  -50.0 

Smoking  tobacco  in  pkgs . 

• 

^8 

:  +2.1 

Smoking  tobacco  in  bulk 

•  I 

kho 

-21.0 

Total  declared  value 

•  i 

 !  6.3 

6.3 

Compiled  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


GREEK-HUNGARIAN  TRADE  AGREEMENT 
INCLUDES  TOBACCO 

Talks  concluded  on  January  30  resulted  in  an  extension  of  the  basic  Greek- 
Hungarian  trade  agreement  of  195^-  to  include  new  export-import  lists.  Tobacco 
in  on  the  list  of  Hungary's  imports  from  Greece. 

FINNISH  CIGARETTE  CONSUMPTION 
CONTINUES  DECLINE 

Sales  of  cigarettes  in  Finland  totaled  5,2^1  million  pieces  in  1958 — down 
l.h  percent  from  the  5,317  million  sold  in  1957,  and  9*8  percent  below  the  record 
1956  level  of  5>8l2  million  pieces.    The  continuing  decline  in  cigarette  sales 
is  attributed  to  lower  consumer  incomes,  retail  price  increases,  and  a  slight 
shift  to  pipe  smoking. 

Sales  of  American-blended  type  cigarettes  in  1958  amounted  to  1,205  million 
pieces,  compared  with  1,660  million  in  1957 — a  drop  of  27. k  percent.  Filter- 
tips  accounted  for  77  6  million  in  1958.    Sales  of  American-type  blended  cigarettes 
have  been  affected  adversely  by  the  introduction  last  year  of  filter-tipped 
domestic  cigarettes.    These  are  shorter  than  the  American-type  and  are  packed  in 
a  flat  cardboard  container  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  lower  excise  tax  levied  on 
cigarettes  of  this  size  and  sold  in  such  containers. 
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BELGIUM'S  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
FROM  U.S.  DROP 


Belgium  imported  million  pounds  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  the 

first  9'  months  of  1958,  against  kl.'J  million  in  the  January-September  1957 
period.    But  purchases  of  U.  S.  tobacco  accounted  for  only  30.6  percent  of 
the  January- Sept ember  1958  total,  compared  with  3^*6  percent  in  the  first 
9  months  of  1957*    For  the  past  8  years  there  has  been  a  noticeable  trend 
away  from  the  United  States  as  a  source  of  tobacco  supplies. 

Greece,  Brazil,  India,  and  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland 
all  supplied  larger  quantities  than  they  did  In  January-September  1957* 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED :    Belgium,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 

January-September  1957-58 


Country  of  origin 


:  January -Sept ember 
:  1957  


January -Sept ember 
1958  


:  1,000  pounds 

United  States  :  ^  [^2 

Greece  =  2^290 

Turkey  :  1,638 

Indonesia  :  1  QlQ 

Dominican  Republic                       .  . .  :  3  202 

Brazil  :  3*02l+ 

Netherlands  l/   . ...:  ~L  hhl 

India  ~   1J199 

Rhodesias-Nyasaland  :  ^  1^7 

0thers ;  lO^  

Total  ;  14-1,7^6 

l/  Reexports. 

Source:    Bulletin  Mensuel  du  Commerce  Exterieur, 


1,000  pounds 

13,215 
2,Qlk 
1,269 
1,088 

3,237 
3,212 

1,361+ 
1,565 
3>38 
 11,985  _ 


^3,187 


CANADA  TO  GIVE  WHEAT  FLOUR 
TO  U.  N.  REFUGEES 


Canada  announced  recently  that  it  would  give  $1,500,000  worth  of  wheat 
flour  to  the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Works  Agency  for  Palestine  refugees. 
The  contribution  would  be  equal  to  about  973,000  bushels  of  wheat.  A 
similar  contribution  was  made  in  January  1958. 


CANADIANS  TO  PLANT  FEWER  POTATOES 


Canadian  potato  growers  intend  to  plant  302,500  acres  in  1959.  They 
planted  311,000  last  year. 
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YUGOSLAV  PRUNE  CROP  SOLD 

Yugoslav  trade  sources  report  that  only  about  500  short  tons  of  dried  prunes 
were  still  available  for  export  in  early  March. 

Of  a  1958  pack  estimated  at  2^,000  tons,  approximately  23,000  tons  were 
available  for  export  in  the  1958-59  marketing  season.    Most  of  them  were  sold  by 
December  1958  and  shipped  by  the  end  of  January  1959*    Remaining  stocks  are 
composed  of  smallest  size  prunes  which  will  probably  go  to  Eastern  European 
countries  for  processing. 

According  to  the  Yugoslav  trade,  by  the  end  of  the  1958-59  season  roughly 
9,000  tons  will  have  moved  to  the  U.S.S.R.;  2,000  tons  to  the  rest  of  the  Soviet 
Bloc;  and  12,000  to  Western  Europe  (including  5,000  tons  to  West  Germany  alone). 

The  quality  of  the  1958  dried  prune  pack  was  not  considered  very  satis- 
factory.   The  sugar  content  was  lower  than  usual  and  the  fruit  was  unusually 
small.     Only  a  negligible  quantity  was  of  size  70/75  (per  half -kilogram)  and 
larger.    About  25  percent  fell  into  the  size  group  95/l°0,  about  55  percent  in 
110/l20,  and  around  20  percent  in  size  130  and  over. 

The  final  dried  prune  production  estimate  for  1957  is  19,600  short  tons,  of 
which  18,800  were  exported  in  the  1957-53  season  (12,800  tons  to  the  U.S.S.R. 
and  other  Soviet  bloc  countries) . 


Experiments  to  improve  drying  methods  continued  this  season.  Besides 
Italian,  French,  and  various  Yugoslav  driers,  a  California -type  drier  was  tried 
and  gave  the  best  results.    Prune  drying  trials  will  be  continued  through  1959, 
after  which  the  most  suitable  drier  will  be  selected. 

SMALLER  1959  AUSTRALIAN  CANNED 
FRUIT  PACK  IN  PROSPECT 

According  to  trade  estimates,  1959  Australian  output  of  canned  peaches, 
pears,  and  apricots  will  be  down  13  percent  from  the  above -average  1958  pack  of 
5,^-12,000  cases,  basis  2k  No.  l\  cans.    Packs  of  canned  peaches  and  apricots 
are  expected  to  be  considerably  smaller  this  year,  while  prospects  are  for  a 
canned  pear  pack  equal  to,  or  only  slightly  less  than  in  1958. 

The  forecast  for  canned  peach  production  is  2  million  standard  cases,  com- 
pared with  2,292,000  cases  in  1958.    In  Victoria  State,  the  peach  crop  is  ex- 
pected to  be  of  normal  size,  with  production  estimated  at  900,000  bushels --about 
a  fifth  less  than  the  bumper  crop  of  1957 •    The  canning  peach  harvest  in  South 
Australia  State  is  expected  to  be  much  smaller  than  last  year's  heavy  crop. 
Production  of  Freestone  peaches  in  this  area  is  rated  only  average -to -good. 

Dried  peach  production  probably  will  be  stimulated  by  the  prospect  of  good 
demand  and  prices  for  dried  fruit  coupled  with  the  fact  that  canners1  prices  to 
growers  are  lower  than  last  season. 
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The  South  Australian  apricot  crop,  reportedly  larger  than  last  year's, 
is  chiefly  of  the  Moorpark  variety  not  favored  for  canning.    Because  of 
strong  demand,  larger  amounts  will  probably  be  dried.    The  apricot  crop  in 
Victoria,  second  most  important  producing  area,  may  be  less  than  half  as 
large  as  the  1958  harvest. 

On  the  basis  of  an  estimated  pack  of  300,000  cases  in  South  Australia, 
some  250,000  cases  in  Victoria,'  and  150,000  cases  in  New  South  Wales,  the 
total  Australian  apricot  pack  for  1959  should  be  700,000  cases,  or  roughly 
20  percent  less  than  the  1957  pack  of  891,000  cases. 

U.  S.  LOSING  SHAKE  OF  CANADIAN 
DRIED  FRUIT  MARKET 

The  U.S.  share  of  the  Canadian  dried  fruit  market  has  weakened  in  the 
past  2  years,  principally  because  of  smaller  U.  S.  raisin  packs  and  accompany- 
ing high  prices.    Date  imports  from  the  U.  S.  were  also  down  sharply  in  the 
first  10  months  of  1958. 

During  1956,  the  United  States  furnished  20,219  tons  or  k'J  percent  of 
Canada's  ^3,^56  tons  of  dried  fruit  imports.    Heavy  Canadian  receipts  of 
dried  fruits  (principally  from  Australia) during  November  and  December  1957, 
however,  reduced  the  U.  S.  share  to  k-2  percent  of  the  Canadian  market  that 
year.    In  the  10-month  period  January-October  1958,  the  United  States  supplied 
Canada  with  13,280  tons  of  dried  fruit,  or  38  percent  of  the  35,011-ton  total 
for  the  period- -about  20  percent  less  than  the  United  States  supplied  in  the 
corresponding  1957  period. 

Canada  expected  to  import  ^7,500  tons  of  dried  fruit  during  1958. 
Australia's  large  exports  of  raisins  and  currants  probably  made  it  the  princi- 
pal dried  fruit  supplier  to  Canada  last  year.    The  United  States,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  expected  to  retain  its  position  as  the  leading  supplier  of  dried 
apples,  nectarines,  figs  and  fig  paste,  peaches,  prunes,  and  possibly  apricots. 

Dehydrated  and  evaporated  apples  are  the  only  Canadian -produced  dried 
fruits  of  significance.    All  production  is  used  domestically,  principally  as 
mince  meat.    Despite  a  large  1958  Canadian  apple  harvest  of  over  \G\  million 
bushels,  the  dried  apple  pack  is  unofficially  estimated  at  less  than  250  tons, 
compared  with  323  tons  in  1957-58. 

ECUADOR  GETS  CHICKS  FROM 
HEIFER  PROJECT,  INC. 

A  shipment  of  1,000  New  Hampshire  chicks  recently  arrived  in  Quito, 
Ecuador,  as  the  first  contingent  of  150,000  chicks  being  donated  to  Ecuador 
by  the  Heifer  Project,  Inc.    The  chicks  went  to  the  Latacunga  agricultural 
school  and  will  be  used  for  training  purposes  and  for  poultry  projects  of 
the  h-F  (Ecuadoran  ^-H  Clubs). 
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YUGOSLAVIA  MAY  SEND 
BEEF  TO  U,  K. 

Yugoslavia  is  said  to  be  looking  to  Britain  as  a  market  to  offset  an  ex- 
pected decline  in  Yugoslav  trade  with  European  Common  Market  countries  and  the 
Sino -Soviet  Bloc. 

Yugoslav  officials  believe  that  high-quality  Yugoslav  beef  could  be  a  major 
item  in  U.K. -Yugoslav  trade.    They  say  that  within  2  years  Yugoslavia  could 
probably  send  Britain  up  to  110  million  pounds  of  meat  annually  if  a  long-term 
contract  were  signed.    A  british  buyer  who  recently  visited  Yugoslavia  is 
reported  to  be  considering  a  10-year  contract  under  which  deliveries  would  start 
at  22  million  pounds  per  year  and  might  reach  a  much  larger  volume.    During  1958, 
the  United  Kingdom's  imports  of  beef  from  all  countries  totaled  1,162  million 
pounds . 

U.  K.  FAISES  IMPORT  QUOTA  FOR 
FROZEN  BEEF  TONGUES 

The  United  Kingdom  has  increased  its  import  quota  for  frozen  beef  tongues 
from  North  America  to  $3, 360, 000  for  the  year  beginning  April  1,  1959 •  The 
quota  for  the  year  ending  March  31 >  1959;  was  $2,520,000. 

Import  licenses  will  be  issued  to  traders  who  have  been  importing  beef 
tongues  from  North  America,  and  also  to  those  who  were  importing  beef  tongues 
from  other  sources  prior  to  September  30,  1958*    Importers  must  certify  that 
the  tongues  will  be  made  available  to  canning  firms. 

new  Zealand'  meat  officials  to  study 
u.  s.  and  canadian  inspection  methods 

Mr.  I.  G.  Watt,  Superintendent  of  Meat  Inspection  in  New  Zealand's  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  and  Mr.  E.  Greville,  Chief  Supervising  Meat  Grader  of  the 
Zealand  Meat  Producers'  Board,  will  arrive  in  Los  Angeles  on  April  7  for  a 

6 -  week  visit  to  the  United  States  and  Canada  to  study  meat  inspection  and 
handling.    Mr.  Greville  also  plans  to  study  meat  inspection  and  handling  in 
the  United  Kingdom. 

The  itinerary  of  the  New  Zealand  officials  includes:    Los  Angeles  (Apr. 

7-  10);  San  Francisco  (Apr.  12-15);  Seattle  (Apr.  17-18);  Denver  (Apr. 20); 
Omaha  (Apr.  22-23);  Kansas  City  (Apr.  2k)}  Chicago  (Apr.  26-30);  New  York 
(May  1);  and  Washington,  D.C.  (May  2-5). 

JAMAICA  HAS  NEW  DAIRY  BREED 

"Jamaica  Hope"  is  the  name  of  a  new  dairy  breed  in  Jamaica.    It  was  devel- 
oped on  Hope  Experimental  Farm  from  the  daughter  of  a  criollo  (native)  cow  by  a 
Hood  Farm  Jersey  bull  from  the  United  States,    This  first-cross  animal  was 
then  bred  to  a  dairy-strain  Brahman  bull  imported  from  India. 
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URUGUAYAN  WOOL  MARKET 
CONTINUES  SLOW 

Exports  of  Uruguayan  wool  in  February  were  somewhat  higher  than  in  the 
previous  month  but  lower  than  the  high  monthly  levels  in  the  first  3  months  of 
the  1958-59  season  which  began  October  1. 

Cessation  of  the  dock  strike  accounted  for  the  February  improvement.  Ship- 
ments included  9,391  bales  of  greasy  wool,  6,563  bales  of  scoured  wool  and  3,027 
bales  of  tops. 

The  wool  market  continued  relatively  inactive  during  February  as  most  of 
the  shipments  had  been  sold  earlier  in  the  1958-59  season.    On  March  1,  1959, 
total  stocks  of  wool  were  estimated  at  kh  million  pounds,  grease  basis.  Stocks 
are  mostly  of  inferior  quality,  including  yellow  wools,  lamb,  and  belly  wools. 

Shipments  of  raw  wool  during  the  first  5  months  of  the  1958-59  season 
totaled  71,392  bales  (66.5  million  pounds).    The  principal  destinations  were  the 
USSR,  the  United  States,  and  the  United  Kingdom.    Exports  of  tops  during  the 
same  period  totaled  16,037  bales  (10.6  million  pounds)  and  were  mainly  to  the 
Netherlands,  Hungary,  Switzerland,  and  Communist  China. 


WOOL:    Uruguayan  exports  by  type  and  country  of  destination, 
October -February  1958-59 


Country 

Greasy 

Scoured 

'.  Tops 

• 

:    Bales  1/ 

:    Bales  1/ 

:    Bales  1/ 

:  1,066 
:  0 
:  ^57 

:  0 
1,659 
:  1,853 

1  2,082 
2,1+12 
0 

:  1,280 
^-,662 
:  720 

 !          162  . 

302 

1,995 
3,390  : 

:  1,770 

65 
290 

 :       6,3^  : 

0  : 
727  : 
5,318  : 

0 

808 
2,930 

17,7^9  : 

16,037 

l/  Average  bale  weights  are  estimated  as  follows:  greasy--l,057  pounds; 
scoured--550  pounds;  tops--66o  pounds. 


Source:    La  Exportacion  del  Uruguay. 
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AUSTRALIA  PLACES  CONTROLS  ON 
MEAT  SHIPMENTS  TO  U.  S. 

The  Australian  Meat  Board  announced  in  February  that  it  will  issue 
export  licenses  only  to  certain  approved  Australian  export  firms.  These 
exporters  will  be  allowed  to  ship  oraeat  only  to  U.  S.  importers  approved 
by  the  Australian  Government . 

The  purpose  of  these  approved  lists  is  to  insure  orderly  marketing, 
and  not  to  adversely  affect  U.  S.  producers.    The  Meat  Board  believe  this 
procedure  will  facilitate  sound  development  of  U.  S . -Australian  meat  trade. 


U.  K.  LARD  IMPORTS  UP  IN  JANUARY; 
U.  S.  SHARE  INCREASES 

Lard  imports  by  the  United  Kingdom  during  January  1959  were  21  million 
pounds,  up  3^  percent  from  January  1958.    The  U.  S.  share  of  the  January 
1959  total  was  63  percent,  compared  with  52  percent  during  January  1958. 

With  more  competitive  prices,  the  U.  S.  position  in  this  market  con- 
tinues to  improve  from  lower  levels  of  last  year. 


LARD:    United  Kingdom  imports  by  country  of  origin  and  percent 
of  total,  January  1958  and  1959 


Origin 

\        January  1959 

January  1958 

I  Quantity 

:  Percent 
:  of  total 

|  Quantity 

:  Percent 
:  of  total 

:  1,000  lb. 

:  Percent 

:  1,000  lb. 

:  Percent 

63.O 

8,157 

!  52.3 

12.3 

2,325 

1^.9 

•  7.8 

1^92 

9-5 

7.8  I 

2,167 

13.9 

1,28^ 

8.2 

2.1  : 

56  : 

.k 

.6  i 

66  ! 

.h 

.6  : 

11  : 

.1 

.1  : 

51  : 

.3 

100.0  : 

15,609  : 

100.0 

Source:    U.  S.  Packers  Provision  Agents'  Committee. 
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CANADIAN  TALLOW  PRODUCTION  UP  IN  1958 

Commercial  tallow  production  in  Canada  in  1958  was  165  million  pounds,  up 
3  percent  from  1957.    Although  cattle  slaughter  was  off  in  1958,  tallow  pro- 
duction increased  because  carcasses  from  animals  slaughtered  were  heavier  and 
showed  more  finish  than  in  1957 • 

Canadian  tallow  exports  declined  9  percent  in  1958.    The  Union  of  South 
Africa  substantially  increased  its  tallow  imports  from  Canada  and  replaced  the 
United  Kingdom  as  the  major  export  outlet  for  Canadian  tallow. 

REVISED  DATA  ON  AUSTRALIAN  MEAT 
SHIPMENTS  TO  U.S.  IN  FEBRUARY 

The  figures  for  Australian  meat  and  beef  shipments  to  the  United  States  in 
February  (Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  9  and  March  23,  respectively)  should 
be  revised  as  follows  to  accord  with  information  received  later: 

"The  ship  Saxon  Star  sailed  from  Australia  February  28  bound  for  the 
United  States  with  3,520  tons  of  frozen  beef.    Ports  of  destination  were:  Los 
Angeles,  klO  tons;  San  Francisco,  9^  tons;  Seattle,  272  tons;  and  U.  S.  ports 
not  specified,  1,89^  tons." 

"The  Pioneer  Surf  and  the  Mariposa  sailed  in  late  February  from  Australia 
with  the  following  destinations  and  frozen  beef  cargos:    New  York,  67  tons; 
Los  Angeles,  lk6  tons;  San  Francisco,  62  tons;  and  other  U.  S.  ports  not 
specified,  160  tons." 

NETHERLANDS  EXPORTING 
MORE  BUTTER 

Dutch  butter  exports  during  1958  at  97  million  pounds  were  22  percent  above 
1957,  "but  were  still  below  the  peak  of  98. 1  million  pounds  in  1955.    The  greater 
part  of  1958  shipments  (68  percent)  went  to  the  United  Kingdom.    In  1957,  35 
percent  of  total  butter  exports  went  to  the  United  Kingdom.    Shipments  to  Italy 
and  North  Africa  during  1958  were  somewhat  above  the  earlier  year. 

Cheese  exports  at  215  million  pounds  set  a  record.    Of  this  quantity, 
approximately  h6  percent  went  to  West  Germany.    Among  other  areas  taking  larger 
quantities  in  1958  were  Belgium,  Sweden,  Italy,  and  North  Africa. 

Canned  milk  exports  dropped  about  1  percent  to  50^-  million  pounds.  This 
decline  was  principally  due  to  smaller  exports  of  evaporated  milk  to  Belgium, 
Peru,  Indonesia,  and  the  Philippines.    Somewhat  heavier  shipments  were  made 
to  Thailand,  Malaya,  Hong  Kong,  Greece,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Cuba. 

Dried  milk  exports  were  down  2  percent  to  92  million  pounds.  Although 
there  was  a  sizable  increase  in  shipments  to  several  important  markets --among 
them  Venezuela,  the  United  Kingdom,  Greece,  and  Syria- -it  was  not  sufficient 
to  offset  the  decline  in  shipments  to  Belgium,  West  Germany,  Switzerland, 
India,  and  Indonesia. 
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FRANCE'S  BUTTER  EXPORTS  GAIN 

France's  butter  exports  in  1958  set  a  record,  amounting  to  27.5  million 
pounds.    Compared  with  earlier  years,  shipments  were  23  percent  above  1957, 
aw±  k  percent  above  1955;  the  previous  record  year.    The  principal  markets 
in  1958,  as  in  earlier  years,  were  Algeria  (8.3  million  pounds),  Italy 
(7«3  million  pounds),  and  the  United  Kingdom  (6.0  million  pounds). 

Imports  of  butter  dropped  from  l.k  million  pounds  in  1957  to  less  than 
1  million  pounds  in  1958;  most  of  which  came  from  Denmark  and  the  Netherlands. 

GUATEMALAN  MILK  PRODUCERS 
SEEK  GOVERNMENT  AID 

Milk  producers  in  Guatemala  have  protested  the  high  cost  of  feedstuffs, 
excessive  domestic  taxes,  and  foreign  competition.    In  a  published  letter 
addressed  to  the  country's  President  by  the  Asociacion  Guatemalteca  de 
Productores  de  Leche,  the  producers  list  8  points  where  government  assistance 
is  needed. 

They  suggest  that  a  ceiling  price  on  certain  feeds  should  be  established 
at  75  percent  of  the  present  level  and  that  exports  of  feeds  should  be  pro- 
hibited.   With  reference  to  fluid  milk,  the  producers  recommend  the  removal 
of  the  Municipal  Milk  Tax  in  Guatemala  City,  the  establishment  of  new  com- 
pulsory sanitary  regulations,  and  a  government -fostered  campaign  to  encourage" 
higher  consumption. 

To  curb  foreign  competition,  the  producers  recommend  that  an  import 
duty  be  imposed  on  "powdered  milk,"  which  now  enters  duty-free,  and  that 
only  relief  milk  be  exempted.    In  addition,  the  association  feels  it 
should  be  consulted  regarding  the  establishment  of  proposed  milk  drying 
plants . 

1959  DANISH  SUGAR  BEET 
ACREAGE  CUT  SHARPLY 

Acreage  of  sugar  beets  to  be  grown  under  contract  for  Danish  sugar 
factories  in  1959  has  been  reduced  30  percent  below  that  so  grown  in  1958; 
through  negotiation  between  the  growers  and  the  Danish  Monopoly  Board. 
Furthermore,  the  local  associations  of  sugar  beet  growers,  which  in  many 
years  contracted  to  supply  sugar  beets  to  mills  in  neighboring  countries, 
have  not  been  able  to  conclude  any  such  contracts  thus  far  this  year. 

Principal  reasons  behind  this  situation  are  (l)  unusually  large  sugar 
inventories  in  Denmark,  including  approximately  120,000  short  tons  available 
for  export,  and  (2)  the  reduced  needs  of  the  countries  usually  taking  sugar 
beets  from  Denmark. 
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FACTORY  TO  MAKE  SOLUBLE  COFFEE 
PROPOSED  IN  ECUADOR 

Ecuadoran  interests  have  applied  for  the  benefits  of  the  Ecuadoran  Indus- 
trial Development  Law  to  establish  a  factory  to  make  soluble  coffee,  probably 
in  Guayaquil.    The  action  closely  followed  the  Monetary  Board's  ban  on  soluble 
coffee  imports.    Previously  Ecuador  has  imported  all  its  soluble  coffee. 

EAST  PAKISTAN  ANNOUNCES  \ 
1959  JUTE  ACREAGE 

East  Pakistan  announces  that  jute  acreage  in  1959  'will  be  fixed  at  approxi- 
mately the  same  level  as  that  originally  planned  for  1958,  or  1.5  million  acres. 
Actually,  the  1958  acreage  exceeded  this  figure  because  some  excess  acreage 
was  permitted  following  a  drought  early  in  the  season.    As  it  developed,  the 
1958  crop  turned  out  well,  totaling  2,^00  million  pounds,  or  200  million  above 
the  production  target.    The  1959  target  has  been  fixed  at  2,200  million  pounds-- 
1,800  for  export  and  ^-00  for  domestic  use. 

GUATEMALA'S  SUGAR  SURPLUS  INCREASING 

This  year's  Guatemalan  sugar  surplus  above  domestic  requirements  and  normal 
stocks  is  placed  at  10,000  short  tons,  more  than  has  been  exported  annually  in 
previous  years. 

The  minimum  annual  carryover  deemed  necessary  for  domestic  needs  is  ^-,600 
metric  tons  (5,000  short  tons).    This  year's  carryover  is  15,000  short  tons, 
leaving  a  surplus  of  10,000  tons  available  for  export.    Larger  sugarcane  crops 
are  likely  during  the  next  few  years,  and  as  more  sugar  for  export  becomes 
available,  Guatemala's  interest  in  world  markets  can  be  expected  to  increase. 

JAMAICA  LIFTS  RESTRICTIONS  ON 
IMPORTS  OF  U.  S.  CANNED  FRUIT 

Jamaica  has  lifted  restrictions  on  the  importation  of  canned  peaches, 
pears j  and  fruit  cocktail.    The  restrictions  were  imposed  on  March  7,  1958,  and 
limited  imports  to  the  c.i.f.  value  of  such  imports  in  1957. 

U.  S.  PEARS  ARRIVE  OVERSEAS 
IN  GOOD  CONDITION 

Hamburg  trade  sources  report  that  a  recent  U.S.  shipment  of  Anjou  pears 
arrived  in  good  condition,  with  "part  of  the  fruits  advanced  to  slightly 
yellowish  tints,  but  all  firm  in  flesh."    In  order  to  have  the  Anjous  arrive 
in  Hamburg  before  the  first  arrivals  from  South  America,  they  were  offloaded 
in  Antwerp  and  forwarded  by  rail  or  truck.    Almost  all  of  the  U.  S.  pears 
were  in  "Hartman -wraps." 
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INDIA  EXTENDS  EXCISE  TAXES 
TO  KHANDSARI  SUGAR 

India  is  making  immediately  effective  additional  taxes  on  "khandsari"  sugar 
(among  other  products)  as  provided  in  the  budget  estimates  for  fiscal  1959-60 
(April -March)  announced  on  February  28,  1959-     There  is  imposed  on  Khandsari 
sugar  a  basic  excise  duty  of  5.60  rupees  per  hundredweight  (112  pounds)  and  an 
additional  duty  of  0.70  rupee  to  replace  the  existing  sales  tax.    One  rupee  is 
equal  to  about  21  U.S.  cents. 

During  the  last  2  years,  khandsari  sugar  has  been  virtually  tax-free,  while 
taxes  on  crystal  sugar  have  been  raised  substantially.    Under  this  widening 
price  differential,  manufacture  of  khandsari  sugar  has  increased  in  relation  to 
that  of  centrifugal  sugar,  counter  to  the  objectives  of  the  government.    The  new 
levy  on  khandsari  is  intended  to  reduce  its  tax  advantages  as  well  as  provide 
additional  revenue. 

JAPAN'S  AGRICULTURAL 
IMPORTS  DROP  IN  1958 

Japan's  total  exports  in  1958  were  valued  at  $2,876  million,  about  the  same 
as  the  previous  year.    Exports  to  the  United  States  totaled  $680  million,  up  1^ 
percent  from  1957 • 

Japan's  imports  of  all  commodities  from  all  sources  during  1958  amounted  to 
$3^032  million,  off  29  percent.    Imports  from  the  United  States  dropped  35  per- 
cent to  $1,05^  million.     Imports  of  agricultural  commodities  from  all  sources 
totaled  about  $1/350  million  in  1958,  or  16  percent  less  than  in  1957.    Most  of 
this  decline  was  due  to  smaller  imports  and  lower  prices  of  raw  cotton,  wool, 
sugar,  and  rubber. 

Data  are  not  yet  available  to  indicate  Japan's  imports  by  source  of  all 
farm  products.    However,  for  the  7  commodities  that  account  for  more  than  90 
percent  of  Japan's  agricultural  imports  from  the  United  States,  preliminary 
figures  by  country  of  origin  have  been  released.    Imports  of  these  items  from 
all  sources  totaled  $718  million,  the  lowest  value  since  1953.    This  decline  of 
$108.  million  or  13  percent  from  1957  was  "the  result  of  a  reduction  of  about  5 
percent  in  quantity  of  imports  and  a  drop  of  nearly  9  percent  in  average  c.i.f. 
prices  paid  for  these  commodities.    Prices  of  all  these  items  fell  in  1958;  the 
largest  declines  were  in  prices  for  corn,  soybeans,  and  hides  and  skins.  Import 
quantities  actually  increased  for  wheat,  and  in  the  case  of  corn  and  soybeans 
set  alltime  records.    But  these  gains  were  more  than  offset  by  the  large  drop 
in  imports  of  cotton  and  barley. 

Imports  of  these  7  major  commodities  from  the  United  States  totaled  $3^1 
million,  off  19  percent  from  1957.    Most  of  the  decline  was  in  cotton  and  wheat. 
Imports  of  U.S.  barley  were  the  highest  since  1951.     Imports  of  soybeans,  corn, 
and  hides  and  skins  from  the  United  States  reached  new  record  levels. 
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Cotton  imports  were  down  from  all  sources  except'  India,  Mexico,  and  Central 
America.     In  1958,  Japan  imported  more  wheat  but  less-barley  from  both  Canada  and 
Australia  compared  to  1957 •     Imports  of  corn  from  Thailand  and  Argentina  showed 
sharp  increases,  while  South  Vietnam  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa  supplied  far 
less  than  during  the  year  before. 

Mainland  China  and  Canada  supplied  less  hides  and  skins  in  1958,  but  Australia 
and  Argentina  made  sharp  gains  during  the  year.    Japan  imported  less  tallow  from 
Canada  and  Australia,  but  somewhat  more  from  New  Zealand  in  1958.     Imports  of  soy- 
beans from  Communist  China  ceased  after  the  trade  break  with  that  country  last  May, 
and  the  total  for  the  year  was  less  than  half  the  volume  that  moved  in  1957.  For 
the  first  time  in  nearly  2  years,  Japan  imported  nearly  30,000  tons  of  soybeans 
from  Brazil  during  the  last  k  months  of  1958. 

i 

JAPAN:     Imports  of  selected  agricultural  products,  from  all  sources 
and  from  the  United  States,  average  1952-56  and 
annual  1957  and  1958 


QUANTITY 


Commodity 

;         1952-56  av. 

:  1957 

:  1958 

;  Total 

[From  U.S. 

;  Total 

"From  U.S. 

;  Total 

From  U.S. 

Hides  and  skins..; 

1,000 
Met.  tons 

1,000 
Met .  tons 

1,000 
Met. tons 

:  1,000 
Met .  tons 

•  1,000 
Met .  tons 

1,000 
Met.  tons 

2,020  • 

783  ' 
227  : 

56  : 
530  : 
2,21+1+  ; 

97    '  : 

1,089  : 
291  : 
12k  : 

36  : 
k2k  : 
8I4-I  : 

89  : 

2,2k0 

853  i 
516  : 

71  : 
805  : 
2,703  : 
12k  : 

1,267  : 
201  : 
2k2  : 
k9  : 
605  : 

1,^15  : 
101  : 

2,280  . 
716  : 

■  666  : 

76  : 

905  : 
2,3^2  : 

115  : 

1,092 
1+29 

3^8 
51 
777 
916 

95 

VALUE 


:  Mil.  dol. 

:  Mil.  dol. 

:  Mil.  dol. 

:  Mil.  dol. 

:  Mil.  dol. 

:  Mil.  dol 

:  159.2 

:  86.6 

:  163.3 

:  93.9 

:  15^.2 

•  75.1 

'  59.6 

:  21.2 

:  56.^ 

:  12.1 

:  1+1.1+ 

:      2k. 2 

:  17.3 

9.6 

36.5 

:  17.O 

:  1+0.0 

:  20.9 

Hides  and  skins . . 

2k.  k 

1U.5  : 

28.1+ 

17.8 

:  26.1+ 

:  15.5 

•      65.5  1 

51.3  : 

93.^  : 

69.6 

90.8 

77.3 

:     I+02.9  : 

155.0  : 

1+20.1+  : 

•212.6  • 

3^0.3 

128.0 

:      19.O  : 

17.2  : 

27.I  : 

22.0  ' 

21+.6  : 

20.2 

:     7^7.9  : 

355.^  : 

825.5  i 

1+1+5.0  : 

717.7  : 

361.2 
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SWITZERLAND'S  RICE  IMPORTS 
INCREASE  IN  1958 

Rice  imports  into  Switzerland  in  1958,  at  25,024.  metric  tons,  were 
2,918  tons  more  than  in  1957.    Over  three-fourths  of  imports  were  of 
semi -milled  rice. 

Italy —  again  the  main  source —  supplied  89  percent  of  the  semi- 
milled  and  58  percent  of  the  milled  rice  imports.    Hungary  was  the  next 
largest  country  of  origin. 

RICE:    Switzerland,  imports  by  country  of  origin,  averages  1946-55 

annual  1956-58 


Country  of  origin 


Average  : 

1946-50 

;  1951-55  ' 

:    1956  < 

!  1957 

t  1958 

Metric 
tons 

t  Metric 
:  tons 

:  Metric 
:  tons 

:  Metric 
i  tons 

:  Metric 
:  tons 

:  1,411 
1/ 

I  8 
:         431  i 

i        34  : 
368  : 

!  462 
:  169 

:  79 
:  75 

6,484 
5,420 

t  8,552 
:     5,671  : 

!    8,528  ! 

.  13  213  ! 
:    3,479  : 

:  17  25Q 
:  3,295 

11,904' 

:  14,223 

:  27,668 

:  16,692 

!  20,554 

4: 

:  111 

:    1,021  : 

907  : 

436 

:  18: 
1/  1 

!            0  : 
i            0  : 

!              0  ! 

0  : 

!    669 ' 

428  - 

!  1,754 
198 

0 

;  0 

1.952 

578j 

< 

256 

!       492  : 

380  : 

:  159 

0: 

1,911: 

!         217  : 
2,116  : 

:       758  : 
:    1,242  : 

120  : 
.  1,989 

\  U 

:  1,495 

1,911: 

;      2,333  : 

:  2,000 

:    2,109  ' 

!  1,495 

4 

t  4 

1,389. 
4,191' 

:         205  ' 
85  : 

t       226  : 
s       762  - 

:       194  : 
96 

:  262 
'  12 

2/  5,580: 

290 

988  : 

290 

i  274 

1  i 
t  1 

7,923: 
13,483' 

:      8,991  : 
:      8,661  : 

;  20,226  : 
-  12,345  i 

s  14,803  : 
.    7,303  : 

!  19,339 
:  5,685 

21,406 

s  17,652 

i  32,571  : 

:  22,106 

:  25,024 

Egypt   

Germany,  West   

Italy: 

Semi-milled   

Milled  : 


Netherlands   

Hungary: 

Semi-milled   

Milled  : 

Total  :' 

Thailand   

United  States: 

Semi-milled   

Milled   

Total   

Other  countries: 

Semi-milled   

Milled   


Total  all  rice: 
Semi-milled  . 


1/  Less  than  ^  ton.  2/  Includes  2,627  metric  tons  from  Brazil  and  1,191 
tons  from  Ecuador. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 


March  30,  1959 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


17 


CANADA  TO  SEED  LARGER 
WHEAT  ACREAGE 

Canadian  growers  plan  to  seed  larger  acreages  of  wheat,  oats,  rye,  and  mixed 
grains  this  season.    Wheat  acreage  will  be  9  percent  larger  than  in  1958  if  farmers 
carry  out  their  intentions,  as  of  March  1.    The  intended  increases  are  offset  by 
prospective  decreases  in  acreage  to  be  used  for  barley,  corn  for  grain,  other  crops, 
or  summer fallow. 

The  official  report  of  prospective  acreage  emphasized  that  actual  grain 
acreages  may  vary  considerably  from  figures  quoted,  depending  on  weather  before  and 
during  seeding.    Availability  of  good  quality  seed,  the  market  outlook,  and  other 
factors  may  also  affect  actual  acreage. 

The  largest  individual  change  indicated  by  the  intentions  is  in  the  prospective 
total  wheat  acreage  of  22,7^,000  acres.    This  is  1.8  million  acres  more  than  the 
1958  total  but  0.9  million  below  the  1953-57  average.    Each  of  the  Prairie  Provinces 
is  expecting  increased  wheat  acreage  this  year.    -The  increases  will  be  in  spring 
bread  wheat  varieties.    Durum  acreage  will  be  even  less  than  the  small  1958  area; 
the  planned  acreage  of  1.0  million  acres  is  less  than  half  the  1957  durum  area. 

The  largest  decreases  offsetting  the  increase  in  total  wheat  acreage  are  the 
proposed  cuts  of  about  1  million  acres  in  summerf allow  and  0.6  million  in  barley. 
Planned  summerf allow  for  1959  is  2^.3  million  acres. 

GRAIN:    Canada's  intended  acreage,  with  comparisons 


\                  Seeded  area 

[  Intended 
\  area 

:  1959 

:  Intended 
:  areas  as 
:  percent 
:  of  1958 

u-ram 

:  1956 

;  1957 

:  1958 

:      1 , 000 
:  acres 

1,000 

acres 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 

acres 

Percent 

:        590  : 
:    20,  Ma 

580 
20,319 

580 
22,l6U 

100 
109 

:  21,031 

20,899 

22, 7^+ 

109 

'  11,017 
9,^03  : 
kko  ' 
111 

11,039 
9,5^8 

1+10 
ill 

11,1+09 
8,988 
1+08 
118 

103 
100 

105 

551 

521 

526 

101 

:  1,U52 
:  5l*+ 
2^,723  : 

1,1+22 
i4-98  J 

25,301+  : 

1,509 
I4-9I+  • 
3J4-O  « 

106 

99 
96 

3/  Acreage  in  Ontario  and  Manitoba  only;  excludes  small  acreages  in  other  Provinces 
From  official  records  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 
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URUGUAY  INCREASES  EXPORT  QUOTA 
FOR  SUNFLOWER  SEED  OIL 

Early  in  March,  Uruguay  increased  the  1959  export  quota  on  sunflower  seed 
oil  to  11,000  short  tons --up  ^J-,^00  tons  from  the  earlier  announced  quota- - 
according  to  press  reports.    The  exchange  rate  for  oil  exported  remained  at 
7.12  pesos  per  U.S.  $1.00.    The  current  free  market  rate  for  the  Uruguayan 
peso  per  U.S.  $1.00.     The  current  free    market  rate  for  the  Uruguayan  peso  is 
around  11.25  to  the  dollar. 


ANTARCTIC  SPERM  OIL  OUTPUT  DOWN 


Antarctic  sperm  oil  production  this  season  was  about  one -fifth  below  the 
exceptionally  large  outturn  of  1957-58,  based  on  preliminary  reports  from  18 
of  the  20  floating  factories  and  2  of  3  land  stations  operating  in  1953-59. 
Antarctic  sperm  whaling  virtually  ceases  when  the  regular  whaling  season 
opens --January  7  in  recent  years. 

Norway's  output  was  down  one -third  from  1957-58  despite  increased  partici- 
pation this  season--the  South  Georgia  land  station,  which  was  closed  last  year, 
was  again  in  operation.    Relatively  low  sperm  oil  prices  in  1958  probably 
account  for  much  of  the  decline.     Estimated  production  of  Norway,  Japan,  and 
the  United  Kingdom  for  1957-58  and  I958-59  (to  January  7)  is  shown  below,  in 
short  tons.    Data  for  the  Netherlands  and  the  Soviet  Union  are  not  available. 


1937-58  195Q-59 

Norway  (9  factory  ships  and  1  land  station)  16,968  11,333 

Japan  (6  factory  ships)  20,15^  l8,06o 

United  Kingdom  (3  factory  ships  and  1  land  station)  5,305  ^,972 

Total  42,^27  3k,  365" 

Sperm  oil  production  in  the  Antarctic  usually  accounts  for  ^0  to  50  percent 
of  world  output  and  most  of  the  yearly  variations  in  total  world  production. 
Sperm  oil  production  in  areas  outside  the  Antarctic  has  increased  slightly  in 
recent  years. 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  MORE 
WHEAT  AND  FLOUR 


U.S.  exports  of  wheat  and  flour  during  July-January  I958-59  totaled  2kj 
million  bushels,  about  8  percent  above  those  in  the  first  7  months  of  1957-58. 
Exports  of  wheat  increased  more  on  a  percentage  basis  than  did  those  of  flour. 

Total  7-month  exports  to  India,  Brazil,  Yugoslavia,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
increased  30  million  bushels;  shipments  to  Poland  and  Japan  decreased  19  million 
bushels. 

February  exports  are  preliminarily  estimated  below  the  kl  million  bushels 
shipped  out  in  January,  but 'are  expected  to  be  well  above  the  28  million  bushels 
exported  in  February  1953. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July- January  1957-58  and  July- January  1958-59 


Destination 


July- January  1957-58 


Wheat 


Flour  1/ 


Total 


July- January  1958-59 


Wheat  J Flour  l/j  Total 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


Western  Hemisphere:  : 
British  West  Indies  : 
Central  America  . . . . : 

Cuba  : 

Brazil  : 

Chile   : 

Colombia  : 

Peru  : 

Venezuela  : 

Others   : 

Total  :' 

Europe:  : 
Belgium-Luxembourg. . : 

Denmark  : 

Germany,  West  : 

Netherlands  : 

Norway  : 

Poland  : 

Sweden  : 

United  Kingdom  : 

Yugoslavia  : 

Others   : 

Total  t 

Asia:  : 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


1 

755 
2,033 
8,937 
1,968 
3,078 
2,387 
440 
632 


2,055 
2,770 
2,711 
1,388 
73 
393 
216 
4,062 
2.780 


20,231 


16,448 


2,056 
3,525 

4,744 

10,325 

2,0a 

3,471 
2,603 
4,502 
3.412 


36,679 


13 
761 
2,937 
16,382 

1,661 
3,200 
1,319 
i,o?7 


1,648 
2,511 
1,510 

20 
316 
423 
2,219 
1.882 


27,310 


10,529 


1,515 
1,192 
12,992 
2,098 

18,479 
765 
12,411 
2,212 

4^715 


10 

9 

34 
2,205 
557 

44 
555 

26 
709 


1,525 
1,201 

13,026 
4,303 
557 

18,479 
809 

12,966 
2,238 
5,424 


56,379 


4,149 


60,528 


2,981 
674 
12,067 
5,135 
2,167 
9,131 
2,020 
15, 418 
7,712 
2^702 


12 
8 

2,304 
468 

18 
2,317 

863 


60,007 


5,990 


104 

!  104s 

:  1,435: 

1,435 

56,715 

!  19' 

.  56,734: 

.  70,579 

t  33: 

70,612 

5,008: 

:  7: 

5,015: 

4,887 

i  5: 

4,892 

26,438i 

1,294: 

27,732! 

17,252 

:  1,044: 

18,296 

3,383 

t  610 

:  3,993: 

■  6,364 

:  549: 

6,913 

t  807 

i  807 

:  1,519 

:  1,538: 

3,057 

6,812' 

:  l! 

,  6,813' 

s  4,964 

167: 

:  5,131 

Philippine  Republic  : 

s  4,885 

i  4,885 

:  390 

:  6,392: 

6,782 

Taiwan  (Formosa)  ...: 

4,130' 

!  4 

i  4,134: 

.  4,136 

4,136 

1,957 

!  1,957 

:  1,003 

1,003 

Vietnam,  Laos  and  : 

Cambodia 

645' 

645' 

'i  1,389: 

1,389 

1,875 

:  1T909 

:  3,784 

375 

:  2,288; 

2,663 

106,318 

:  10,285 

:  116,603 

:  111,469 

:  14,840 

.  126,309 

Africa 

Oceania   

Unspecified  2/  .. 

World  total 


V759 
353 


3^47 
25 
8,777 


57306 
25 
9,130 


547 


3,618 
21 

11,475 


185,040 


43,231 


228,271 


200,909 


46,473 


1/  Wholly  of  U.S.  wheat  (grain  equivalent).    2/  Includes  shipments  for  relief 
or  charity  which  are  not  shown  by  destination. 
Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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AFGHANISTAN  IMPORTS 
RUSSIAN  MARGARINE 

The  official  news  agency  of  Afghanistan  has  been  urging  Afghan  consumers 
to  substitute  vegetable  oils  for  "cooking  butter"  (ghee  made  from  animal  fats). 

The  government  recently  purchased  around  1,100  short  tons  of  margarine 
from  the  Soviet  Union,  presumably  to  acquaint  consumers  with  the  vegetable  oil 
commodity  and  to  create  a  demand  for  prospective  domestically  produced  margarine. 
In  conjunction  with  a  cottonseed  oil  crushing  plant,  a  margarine  factory  with  a 
h, 000-ton  annual  capacity  is  nearing  completion.     Soviet  machinery  is  being 
used  to  equip  both  plants. 

COLOMBIAN  SESAME  SEED 
OUTPUT  UP  IN  1958 

Colombian  sesame  seed  production  in  1958  is  estimated  at  26,125  short  tons, 
up  15  percent  from  1957 • 

Colombia  has  2  major  sesame -producing  areas—along  the  coast  and  in  the 
central  agricultural  region.    The  increase  in  1958  output  was  mainly  in  the 
central  region  and  is  associated  with  increased  cotton  acreage  there,  as 
sesame  is  usually  grown  in  rotation  with  cotton.    The  central  crop  is  har- 
vested in  December  and  January  and  the  coastal  crop  is  harvested  in  July  and 
August . 

INDONESIAN  JANUARY  COPRA, 
PALM  OIL  EXPORTS  DOWN 

Indonesia's  registered  copra  exports  in  January,  totaling  5>050  long  tons, 
were  about  one -fourth  those  of  December  and  were  the  lowest  monthly  shipment 
since  July  1958.    Copra  cake  exports  of  12,622  long  tons  were  slightly  above 
those  of  December. 

Palm  oil  shipments  in  January  were  9>1^9  short  tons,  a  decline  of  k-0 
percent  from  those  of  December  and  the  smallest  quantity  exported  in  any  single 
month  since  June  Palm  kernel  exports  of  1,116  short  tons  were  about  one- 

third  those  of  December. 

INDIA1 S  RICE  ACREAGE 
UP  2.8  MILLION  ACRES 

India's  second  estimate  of  acreage  planted  to  rice  in  1958-59  is  77> 1®5>000 
acres,  an  increase  of  2,811,000  acres  over  the  corresponding  estimate  for 
1957-58.    The  estimate  covers  the  period  generally  up  to  the  beginning  of 
December  1958,  and  does  not  include  around  h  to  5  million  acres  planted  later. 

The  increase  in  acreage --mainly  in  Bihar,  Orissa,  Uttar  Ptfadesh,  Andhra 
Pradesh,  and  Madhya  Pradesh --was  due  to  favorable  weather  at  sowing  time.  The 
only  decrease  was  in  West  Bengal  where  drought  prevented  some  planting,  except 
in  the  north. 
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Until  December ,  crop  conditions  were  generally  good,  with  harvest 
prospects  considerably  better  than  in  1957-58.    The  crop  in  parts  of 
Andhra  Pradesh  and  Bombay  suffered  slightly  from  heavy  rains. 

RICE:     India's  second  estimate  of  planted  acreage,  1958-59  (as  of 
December  1,  1958),  compared  with  the  corresponding  adjusted 


estimate  for  1957-58 

:         1957-58  :  :  Increase 

State  :  Adjusted  second  :         195o-59  :  or 

:         estimate        :  Second  estimate  .  decrease 


:  1,000  acres       :  1,000  acres       :  1,000  acres 

Andhra  Pradesh. ... :  5,756  :  6,093  :  +337 

Assam  :  +,193  :  k,kkl  :  +2+8 

Bihar  :  11,^52  :  12,^92  :  +1,0+0 

Bombay  :  ^,107  :  k,lkk  :  +37 

Kerala  :  1/1,723  :  1,726  :  +3 

Madhya  Pradesh....:  9,i6o  :  9*769  :  +309 

Madras  :  ^,263  :  U,287  :  +2+ 

Mysore  :  1/  2,108  :  2,19!+  :  +86 

Orissa  :  1/9,^57  :  10,153  :  +696 

Uttar  Pradesh  :  1/  9,583  :  9,925  :  +3^2 

West  Bengal  :  l/  10,86^  :  10,U^3  :  -1+21 

Others  :  1,1+08  :  1,518  :  +110 


Total  ;    1/  7k, 37k  :        77,185  :  2,811 


l/  Adjusted  estimate. 

Source;    All  India  Second  Estimate  of  Rice,  1958-59,  February  2k,  1959. 

DENMARK  MAKING  "SUPER- 
GRADE"  MARGARINE 

A  new  type  of  table  margarine  made  entirely  from  vegetable  oils  is 
now  on  the  Danish  market. 

The  "super  grade"  margarine  has  been  introduced  to  improve  the  com- 
petitive position  of  margarine  relative  to  butter  and  thus  regain  some  of 
the  domestic  market  lost  during  1958.    Domestic  consumption  of  table 
margarine  declined  about  11,000  short  tons  last  year  while  consumption  of 
butter  rose  17,800  tons. 

Heretofore,  most  Danish  margarine  was  made  with  sizable  quantities 
of  marine  oils  which,  while  keeping  the  price  down,  also  lowered  the 
quality.    The  new  "super  grade"  margarine  is  selling  for  about  25  cents 
per  pound,  ordinary  margarine  21  cents,  and  butter  ^3  cents. 
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DROUGHT  REDUCES  BRAZIL'S 
1959  OITICICA  OIL  OUTPUT 


Brazil's  1959  production  of  oiticica  oil  is  expected  to  be  extremely  low 
as  a  result  of  extensive  drought  last  year  in  the  northeast.     Estimates  of 
outturn  range  from  1,600  to  3>300  short  tons,  compared  with  an  estimated  17,000 
tons  in  1958. 

In  Ceara,  the  major  oiticica-producing  state,  oiticica  trees  reportedly 
failed  to  set  seed.    The  bloom  period  is  normally  in  September.  Similar 
situations  apparently  occurred  in  Paraiba  and  Rio  Grande  do  Norte,  the  other 
important  producing  states.    Total  kernel  production  is  estimated  by  one 
unofficial  source  to  have  been  down  about  90  percent  from  the  33,000-ton 
estimate  of  1957. 

IRELAND'S  APPLE  IMPORTS 
UP  NEARLY  50  PERCENT 

Ireland's  imports  of  apples  last  year  were  up  kQ  percent  from  1957* 
The  year  1958  also  marked  the  return  of  the  United  States  as  a  supplier  to  the 
Irish  market,  from  which  return  it  had  been  excluded  for  a  short  time  by  special 
import  taxes. 

By  country  of  origin,  Irish  imports  of  apples  in  1957  and  1958  were  as 
follows : 


Year 


Country  of  origin 


1957 


1958 


United  Kingdom  

Northern  Ireland  

Union  of  South  Africa. 

United  States  

Australia  

Total  


Boxes 

36,300 
123,700 


21,700 


Boxes 

98,200 
89,900 
2k, kOO 
26,500 
29/ 


181,700 


268,800 


CEYLON'S  1958  COPRA,  COCONUT  OIL 
EXPORTS  DOWN  ONE -FIFTH  FROM  1957 

Ceylon's  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  in  1958  totaled  61,787  long  tons, 
oil  basis.  This  represents  a  decline  of  about  one -fifth  from  the  volume  shipped 
in  1957. 

Copra  and  coconut  oil  exports  have  decreased  steadily  for  the  last  k  years. 
Drought  conditions  in  1956  and  1957  and  India's  restrictions  on  copra  and  coco- 
nut oil  imports  were  major  factors  in  the  decline.     In  view  of  satisfactory 
rainfall  in  1958,  the  outlook  for  1959  production  is  good.    However,  no  relaxa- 
tion of  India's  import  quotas  for  copra  and  coconut  oil  is  expected  in  the  near 
future . 
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COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL:    Ceylon,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
average  1935-39,  annual,  1956-58 


Continent  and  country 
of  destination 


COPRA 


fl  "\TA  T*Q  fTO 

;  1956 

1  1957 

1  1958  1/ 

1      A irD CTCt 

1956 

1  1957 

1958  1/ 

1935-39 

'  1935-39 

Long 
tons 

:  Long 
tons 

:  Long 
tons 

:  Long 
tons 

Long 
tons 

Long 
tons 

.  Long 
tons 

Long 
tons 

1 

8,523 
2,11? 

.  15,260 
825 

11,761 

5,700 
1,855 

1 

:  10,642 

16,005 

12,960 

7,555 

-  1^33 

567 

822 

301 

COCONUT  On- 


North  America: 
Canada...... 

Other  

Total.. 

South  America. 


Europe:  : 

Denmark..  :  1,605 

France  :  354 

Germany,  West  :2/  1,482 


Greece. 

Italy  : 

Netherlands. ..*........: 

Sweden  : 

Switzerland  .....: 

United  Kingdom. ........: 

Other. ................. : 

Total  \ 

Africa:  :" 

Egypt  : 

Union  of  South  Africa. . : 

Other  : 

Total  :" 


1,526 
6,5*1 
1,929 


420 
2,644 


16,501 


425 
"  6 


Asia:  : 

Cyprus  :  — 

India  :  j/42, 549 

Iran.....  .:   

Iraq  :  20 

Israel  : 

Pakistan  .:  jj/ 

Syria  :  60 

Other  :  365 


Total. 


mm 


Oceania. 


Grand  total  :  59,927 


500 


35 
3*7 
2/  1,200 
120 
1,724 
1,976 
3,573 
84 
14, 160 
3,938 


4,617 

19,257 
10,037 
10 
1,663 
11,736 


10 

6,55* 
2,98* 

224 
9,680 
3/  1,068 


47,320 


20,  520 


2,433 
2,597 


2,290 

241 
360 


2,891 


876 
203 

hM 

2,657 


56,274  ! 

33,888  . 

26,654 

63 

302 

126 

279 

160 

:  115 

331 

207 

208 

774 

210 

31 

57,721 

34,767 

27,134 

146 
1/10,710 
6 
315 
15 

164 
1,885 


251 
9,504 
4,196 

750 
5 

2,757 
101 
479 


13, 241 


18,043 


12 
7,641 
5,122 
1,091 

2,821 

427 
17,114 


154 


57,726 


34,767 


7/27,700  : 8/59, 013 


9/84,920 


54,073  :10/44,336 


1/  Preliminary. 
2/  Total  Germany. 

3/  1,018  tons  to  Poland  and  50  tons  to  Finland. 

V  1,: 


4/  1,504  tons  to  Poland  and  55  tons  to  Finland. 

ft 
% 


5/  Pakistan  included  with  India. 
%l 


6/  Includes  2,800  tons  to  Mainland  China. 
7/  Includes  65  tons  to  unspecified  destinations. 
"8/  Includes  2  tons  to  ships'  stores. 
2/  Includes  14  tons  to  ships*  stores. 
10/  Includes  6  tons  to  unspecified  destinations. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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f*P7,  mnf!n      Ministry  of  Agriculture  plans  to  use  135  million  francs 
($275,000)  to  subsidize  exports  of  apple  juice  and  concentrates.    Plans  call 
for  the  export  of  almost  5,000  tons  of  concentrate  and  about  330,000  gallons 

ll  T  !  ^IT  t0  Eur°Pean  countries  and  about  3,200  tons  of  concentrates  to 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 

In  addition,  a  credit  of  60  million  francs  (about  $120,000)  is  to  be 
earmarked  for  reimbursement  of  transport  costs  on  cider  apples  exported 
between  October  15  and  December  31,  1958. 

IRAQ'S  LARGE  1958  DATE  PACK  LOW 
IN  GRADES  FOR  U.S.  MARKET 

Although  the  1958  Iraqi  date  pack  of  ¥+0,000  short  tons  was  the  largest 
in  recent  years,  the  tonnage  of  the  Hillavi  variety  preferred  by  U.S.  and 
European  importers  was  small. 

The  I958  pack  of  Hillawi  was  short  because  delays  during  harvest  caused 
much  of  the  crop  to  deteriorate  below  export  standards.    The  estimated  1958 
pack  by  varieties  was: 


Variety 

\  Basra  area 

[Central  area 

:  Total 
'•  loroduction 

:  Short  tons 

:  Short  tons 

:  Short  tons 

Other  varieties  

:  11,000 
8,000 

'  11,000 
262,000  : 
5.000  : 

:  kk,000 
19,000 
66,000 
275,000 
36,000 

297 . 000  : 

kko . 000 

Production  of  dates  in  the  important  Basra  and  Central  areas  for  the  past 
k  years  has  fluctuated  sharply.  P 


Area 

:  1955 

;  1956 

;  1957 

;  1958 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

• 

110,000  : 
185,000  : 

72,000  : 
198,000  : 

1^-3,000 
297,000 

Central  area  

295,000  : 

270,000  : 

W-0,000 

India  continues  to  be  the  leading  buyer  of  Iraqi  dates,  taking  $k  885  tons 
m  I957  and  5^,00^  tons  in  1953,  or  approximately  one -fifth  of  all  exports. 
Japan,  a  heavy  purchaser  in  1957,  has  not  reentered  the  Iraqi  date  market  since 
tnen. 


March  30,  1959 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


25 


DATES:     Iraq.,  exports  "by  destination,  annual  1957  and  1958,  and 

Sept.  1  -  Dec.  31,  1958 


Destination 


1957 


:  Short  tons 

Aden  :  9,065 

Australia    :  3,732 

Bahrein  Islands  :  1,941 

Br.  Somaliland  :  2,444 

Canada  :  5,510 

Ceylon  :  1>99Q 

Egypt  :  19A92 

Germany,  West  :  2,335 

India  :  54,385 

Indonesia    ,  :  4,367 

Japan                    .  .   .  :  53,253 

Jordan  :  3,939 

Lebanon  :  6,529 

Malaya  j  :  1,488 

Pakistan    :  5,265 

Saudi  Arabia   :  lk,k9k 

Syria  '.  i  :  2k,05h 

United  Kingdom    :  9,852 

United  States  .  :  21,184 

Other  countries...-    :  14,579 


Total  :  262,441 


1958 


Short  tons 

12,464 

7,555 
6,343 
5,884 

4,747 
4,814 

23,029 
6,132 

54,004 

1,739 

3,892 
7,183 
5,990 
6,972 
19,157 
39,150 
15,132 
16,640 
18,593 


265,557 


Sept.  1  - 
Dec.  31,1958 


Short  tons 

6,574 
3,688 
217 
6,768 

6,335 
1,946 

14,790 
1,371 
43,601 


374 
3,511 

899 
4,131 

7,353 
20,178 

7,H5 
14,133 
13,772 


156,756 


New  export  markets  for  Iraqi  dates  were  recently  established  in  the  Sino- 
Soviet  Bloc,  chiefly  through  government  trade  agreements.    The  largest  sale 
under  these  agreements  was  33,000  tons  to  Communist  China. 

Price -supporting  activities  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Iraq  Date  Associa- 
tion, with  1958  purchase  prices  ranging  from  $30. 48  to  $33-02  per  ton.  Most 
unsold  date  stocks  are  now  said  to  be  association-owned.    In  mid-February,  prices 
of  Iraqi  dates,  f.o.b.  Basra,  were: 

Selected  dates  in  50-pound  boxes   10.3  to  12.7  cents  per  pound 

Dates  in  70-pound  boxes  (fair 

average  quality  or  general  average 

quality)  -    5.7  to  9.1  cents  per  pound 

Prices  of  dates  prepared  for  Asian  markets  were: 

Zahidi  variety  in  50  kg.  bags  or  boxes  1.5  to  2.5  cents  per  pound 
Dates  in  35  kg.  baskets----   1.5  to  2.5  cents  per  pound 

Contracts  for  Iraqi  1958-pack  dates  included  20,400  tons  for  the  United 
States;  13,200  tons  for  the  United  Kingdom:  and  6,100  tons  for  Canada.  Iraqi 
export  statistics,  however,  indicate  that  U.S.  and  some  of  the  other  commitments 
were  not  filled. 
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U.S.  SESAME  SEED  IMPORTS 
DOWN  SLIGHTLY  IN  1958 

The  United  States  imported  7,369  short  tons  of  sesame  seed  in  1958,  a 
decline  of  2  percent  from  1957,  hut  slightly  greater  than  the  yearly  average 
during  1950- 54  ♦    A  somewhat  larger  share  of  the  1958  imports  originated  in 
Central  America — 96  percent  against  80  percent  in  1957  and  75  percent  in 
1950-54.    A  record  volume  was  imported  from  El  Salvador,  and  imports  from 
Nicaragua— which  accounted  for  about  60  percent  of  the  total  imported—were  up 
about  15  percent.    Although  Imports  from  Nicaragua  increased  substantially, 
they  were  one- fourth  below  the  record  volume  of  5,74l  tons  in  1954. 


SESAME  SEED:    U.  S.  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
averages  1935-39  and  1950-5^,  annual  1955-58 


Country  of  origin 

:  Ave 

cage 

•    i  oca  eJi 

I  1955 

!  1956 

i  1957  1/ 

:  1958  1/ 

:  Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

:  Short 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

North  America: 

El  Salvador. •  

\     .  16 

:  1,231 

:  2,125 

:  2,278 

i  1,938 

:  2,406 

Guatemala.  

:  4 

:  269 

!  138 

1  69 

\  38 

:  223 

Nicaraflwa. ......... 

:  97 

?  773 

•    ^  pi  7 

.        *r,  tt±D 

Other  

141 

I  30 

:  107 

2 

:  172 

•  3 

Total  

!  258 

:  5,312 

:  5,143 

:  5,566 

:  7,048 

South  America: 

Brazil  

:  49 

i  3 

;  254 

:  219 

Other  

i  19 

8 

:  38 

:  38 

Total  

:  68 

3 

262 

:       257  1 

?8 

Europe.  ••  

7 

:         28  : 

25  : 

:  S 

Africa:  : 

Egypt. •••••••••••••! 

:  209 

:        19  : 

:       382  ; 

239  ! 

:      143  i 

62 

Other.  

1  ; 

:  64 

:        17  ! 

16  ! 

2/    696  : 

113 

Total  : 

210  ; 

255  : 

i       839  : 

175 

Asia:  ; 

China  .  j 

26,501  ! 

1,368  i 

Hong  Kong. 

638  ; 

10  J 

India  

484  : 

116  : 

"5 ; 

421  : 

Turkey  

16  : 

3^  : 

Other. 

1,031  : 

262  : 

"54 1 

70  1 

i/  638  ; 

4/  100 

Total  : 

28,670  : 

1,790  : 

143  : 

491  : 

638  : 

100 

Grand  total. • • : 

29,213  : 

7,216  : 

5,972  : 

6,569  : 

7,457  : 

7,369 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Ethiopia— 454;  Sudan— 155J  Nigeria— 67.  3/  Lebanon— 
494;  Syria— 123;  Malaya— 21.    4/  Lebanon— 72;  Syria— 18;  Japan— 10. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
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CANADIANS  PLAN  SMALLER  ACREAGE 
OF  ALL  OILSEEDS  EXCEPT  FLAXSEED 

Canadian  farmers'  intentions  as  of  March  1,  are  to  decrease  plantings  of  all 
oilseed  crops  with  the  exception  of  flaxseed,  according    to  the  Dominion  Bureau  of 
Statistics . 

OILSEEDS:    Canada,  acreage  intentions  as  of  March  1,  1959 
compared  with  estimated  acreage,  annual  1955-58 


Oilseed 
acreage 

Seeded  acreage 

Intended  acreage 

1955 

1956  . 

1957  • 

1958 

1959 

1959  as 
percent 
'  of  1Q58 

Sunflower  seed. . 

Acres 

•  1,838, hOO 
:  136,200 
21^,000 
78,500 
18,000 

Acres 

3, 0*4-0, 800 
351,900 
214-3,200 

137,600- 
33,000 

Acres 

3,^85,600 
617,500 
:  256,000 
92,150 
30,000 

Acres 

2,66*4-,  700 
679,200 
263,000 

87,325 
14-8,700 

Acres 

2,682,300 
^20,000 
\2j  233,000 
3/  80,000 

"V  38,200 

Percent 

:  101 
:  62 
:  89 
:  92 
78 

1/  Prairie  .provinces  oniy.    cj  unoanu  viu-y ,   

3/  Alberta  only;  small  acreages  are  grown  in  other  provinces,    hj  Manitoba  only; 
estimate  for  Alberta  not  available. 

Planned  flaxseed  acreage  would  be  1  percent  below  1958  and  28  percent  below 
the  1953-57  average  of  2.1  million  acres.  Prospective  decreases  in  Saskatchewan 
and  Ontario  may  be  offset  by  increases  in  Alberta,  Manitoba,  and  British  Columbia. 

Acreage  in  rapeseed,  grown  mainly  in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  will  be  down  over 
one-third  from  1958,  the  record  year,  if  intentions  are  confirmed.    However,  plant- 
ings would  still  be  79  percent  above  the  1953-57  average  of  235,020  acres.  In^the 
past,  much  of  the  rapeseed  crop  has  been  grown  on  a  contract  basis,  and  the  ability 
to  obtain  contracts,  as  well  as  the  price  offered  by  contracting  firms,  may 
influence  farmers'  plans  considerably. 

Soybean  acreage  may  decline  around  10  percent  because  of  a  prospective  decrease 
in  Ontario.  Soybeans  are  gaining  importance  in  Manitoba  but  information  on  expected 
plantings  is  not  yet  available. 

Acreage  in  sunflower  seed,  grown  mainly  in  Manitoba,  may  decline.  22  percent. 
This  crop  was  grown  experimentally  in  Alberta  last  year,  and  acreage  in  this 
province  may  expand  in  1959* 

The  area  intended  for  mustard  seed  is  down  8  percent  from  1958  and  5  percent 
from  the  recent  5-year  average.    Most  of  the  crop  is  grown  in  southern  Alberta  on 
a  contract  basis  and  again,  the  ability  of  growers  to  obtain  contracts  could 
influence  actual  plantings. 
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CANADIAN  COTTON  CONSUMPTION 
CONTINUES  UPTREND 


Canadian  cotton  consumption  during  February  1959  was  32,000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross).    This  was  an  increase  of  7  percent  from  January 
consumption  of  30,000  bales,  and  was  19  percent  above  the  27,000  bales 
used  in  February  1958. 

Consumption  during  August -February  1958-59  totaled  214,000  bales 
up  slightly  from  the  213,000  bales  used  in  the  corresponding  period  ' 
last  season. 


U.S.  COTTON  LINTERS  EXPORTS 
UP  SHARPLY  IN  JANUARY 


+     o£  ™A  ®x?ort?  01  cotton  liters,  mostly  chemical  qualities,  amounted 
to  36,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  in  January  1959.    The  January  ship- 
ments were  up  57  percent  from  December  exports  of  23,000  bales  and  were 
64  percent  above  January  1958  exports  of  22,000  bales.    Exports  during 
August -January  1958-59  amounted  to  145,000  bales,  compared  with  exports 
of  139,000  bales  in  1957-58. 


lncQ  Principal  destinations  of  linters  exports  during  August -January 
1958-59,  with  comparable  1957-58  figures  in  parentheses,  were-  West 
Germany  57,000  bales  (82,000);  United  Kingdom  27,000  (21,000);  Japan 
25,000  (6,000);  Canada  17,000  (14,000);  and  France  12,000  (10,000). 

U.S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
DOWN  IN  JANUARY 


U.  S.  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  in  January  1959  were  230,000 
bales  of  500  pounds  gross  weight  (222,000  running  bales) --a  decline 
of  26  percent  from  December  exports  of  309,000  bales,  and  57  percent 
below  exports  of  537,000  bales  in  January  1958. 

Exports  during  the  first  half  (August -January)  of  the  current 
season  totaled  1,490,000  bales  (1,436,000  running  bales).    This  was 
about  50  percent  less  than  the  2,968,000  bales  exported  in  the  first 
half  of  1957-58.    Total  cotton  exports  in  1958-59  are  not  expected 
1:0  exceed  3,000,000  running  bales,  compared  with  5,700,000  last  season. 

Sales  under  the  1953-59  cotton  export  program  of  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation,  for  export  between  August  1,  1958,  and  July  31, 
1959,  totaled  2,107,387  running  bales  as  of  March  16,  I959.  The" 
average  selling  price,  basis  Middling  1-inch  cotton,  average  location, 
was  28.46  cents  per  pound  for  the  March  16  sales,  compared  with  28. 50 
cents  per  pound  for  the  previous  sales  on  March  2.    In  addition  to  the 
CCC  sales,  registrations  of  cotton  for  export  under  the  "payment -in -kind" 
program  totaled  252,158  bales  as  of  March  16. 
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COTTON:    United  States  exports  of  cotton  by  country  of  destination  averaf" 
1935-39  and  1950-54,  annual  1956  and  1957,  August- January  1957-58  and  1958-59 

 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Year  beginning  August  1 


Country  of  destination  :  Average 


:  1935-39:  1950-54 


:  1,000 

:  bales 

Austria  :  0 

Belgium  &  Luxembourg. ... :  169 

Denmark  :  33 

Finland  :  35 

France  :  662 

Germany,  West  :  511 

Italy  :  442 

Netherlands  :  107 

Norway  :  17 

Poland  &  Danzig  :  180 

Portugal  :  36 

Spain  :  108 

Sweden  :  H5 

Switzerland  :  H 

United  Kingdom  :  1,346 

Yugoslavia  :  17 

Other  Europe  :  4/  96 

Total  Europe  :  3,885 

Australia  :  9 

Canada  :  301 

Chile  :  9 

Colombia  :  20 

Cuba  :  H 

French  North  Africa  :  5/ 

Hong  Kong  :  5/ 

India  :  52 

Indonesia  .:  5/ 

Israel  :  5/ 

Japan  :  1, 142 

Korea,  Republic  of  :  5/ 

Philippines  :  2 

Taiwan  (Formosa)  :  5/ 

Union  of  South  Africa. . .  :  5/ 

Other  countries  :  6/  158 


Total  500- lb.  bales:  5,589 


Total  running  bales:    5,300  . 
1/  Less  than  500  bales.     2/  One  year  only.    3/  4-year  average.    4/  Includes 
Czechoslovakia  65  and  Norway  17.    5/  If  any,   included  in  other  countries. 
6/  Includes  China  117,  and  French  Indochina  22.     7/  Includes  Bolivia  11, 
"Pakistan  28,  and  Uruguay  15. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


1,000 
bales 
38 
121 
29 
13 
431 
382 
379 
127 
14 
2/  1 
3/  9 
142 
53 
42 
434 
86 
5 


2,306 


3/  39 
311 
24 
30 
19 
9 

3/11 
253 
19 
12 
871 
80 
9 
85 
6 
50 


4,134 


3,977 


1956 


1,000 
bales 
55 
337 
25 
33 
433 
1,061 
722 
260 
21 
27 
91 
174 
111 
121 
1,050 
141 
38 


4,700 


81 

380 
74 
52 
31 
17 
95 

301 
43 
19 
1,589 

220 
36 

162 
31 
7/  86 


7,917 


7,598 


1957 


1,000 
bales 

55 
182 

26 

19 
367 
623 
572 
113 

13 
248 

24 
217 
130 

81 
709 
115 

18 


3,512 


67 
277 
35 
69 
46 
11 
138 
114 
31 
18 
1,174 
207 
59 
110 
37 
53 


5,958 


5,717 


August -January 


1957-58:  1958-59 


1,000 
bales 
27 
124 
20 
13 
84 
396 
288 
56 
8 

161 
14 
71 
81 
55 

384 
1 
11 


1,794 


32 
125 
30 
39 
23 
8 
51 
65 
17 
2 

590 
74 
26 
42 
16 
34 


2,968 


2^849 


1,000 
bales 


1/ 


10 
25 
4 
13 
173 
75 
95 
11 

71 
9 

174 
25 
6 

114 


1/ 


809 


1/ 


26 
33 
1 
14 
3 
9 
55 
15 
11 

268 
121 
38 
67 
9 
11 


1,490 


1,436 
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BELGIAN  CONGO  PRODUCES 
LESS  COTTON  IN  1958-59 

The  1958-59  cotton  crop  in  the  Belgian  Congo,  including  Ruanda-Urundi, 
is  estimated  at  200,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross) — down  slightly  from  the 
1957-58  crop  of  205,000  bales.    The  decline  is  attributed  to  severe  drought 
in  the  cotton-growing  areas  south  of  the  equator,  which  reduced  the  crop 
in  those  areas  about  25  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    Production  north  of  the 
equator  increased.    The  area  planted  to  cotton  in  1958-59  1S  estimated  at 
8*4-0,000  acres,  the  same  as  in  1957-58. 

In  most  areas,  government  prices  to  producers  for  the  1958-59  crop 
are  the  same  as  for  the  past  several  seasons --equivalent  to  about  6 
cents  a  pound  for  first-quality  seed  cotton  and       cents  a  pound  for 
second  quality  (roughly  17-g-  and  13  cents,  respectively,  lint  basis). 
However,  prices  have  been  fixed  somewhat  higher  in  a  few  relatively 
small  production  areas  to  keep  cotton  from  moving  into  neighboring 
countries. 

Preliminary  statistics  show  cotton  exports  of  78,000  bales  during 
the  first  half  (August -January)  of  the  current  season,  compared  with 
77; 000  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.    Most  of  the  cotton  exported 
from  the  Congo  goes  to  Belgium. 

Cotton  consumption  in  the  Belgian  Congo  amounts  to  about  1+5;  000  bales 
annually,  all  from  domestic  production.    Beginning  stocks  on  August  1, 
1958>  were  estimated  at  11^,000  bales,  compared  with  105,000  a  year 
earlier. 

GREECE  ESTABLISHES  SINGLE - 
VARIETY  COTTON  AREAS 

A  decree  issued  by  the  Greek  Minister  of  Agriculture  on  February  26, 
1959^  makes  the  planting  of  specified  varieties  of  cotton  compulsory  in 
certain  areas  in  1959*    The  Hellenic  Cotton  Board  will  inspect  the  desig- 
nated areas  to  assure  compliance  with  the  decree. 

Not  all  cotton -producing  areas  in  Greece  are  included  under  the  plan 
for  1959 •    However,  it  is  expected  that  the  program  will  be  expanded  to 
cover  all  remaining  areas  in  i960. 

The  areas  established  and  the  varieties  to  be  planted  in  1959;  ar© 
as  follows: 

Peloponnesus  and  the  Island  of  Limnos--Acala  k-k2,  originating  from 
parent  variety; 

Eastern  Macedonia  (Provinces  of  Serres,  Karalla,  and  Drama)  and 
Thrace --Coker  100W  and  10E. 
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NEW  PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Available  (single  copies)  free  to  persons  in  the 
U.S.  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C. 
Room  5922.    Phone:    REpublic  T-klhZ,    Ext.  2kk5. 

Citrus  Industry  of  Argentina.     79  P,    Foreign  Agriculture  Report  No.  114. 

The  Outlook  for  Wheat  and  Flour  Imports  in  Tropical  Africa.     34  p.  FAS-M-48. 

The  Problem  of  Agricultural  Surpluses  and  Deficits  in  the  Near  East.    7  p. 
FAS-M-49. 

Indonesia's  Agricultural  Production  and  Trade  Affected  by  Economic 
Instability^    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FATP  11-59 • 

Status  of  Cotton  Purchase  Authorizations  Under  Title  I,  Public  Lav  4S0. 
Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FC  4-59. 

World  Cocoa  Bean  Production  Up  in  1958-59-    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FCB  1-59- 

Foreign  Dried  Fig  Exports  Up.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FDF  1-59- 

P.  L.  480,  Title  I  Fats  and  Oils  Set  October-January  Record.  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  FFO  3-59* 

U.  S.  Trade  in  Livestock,  Meat,  and  Meat  Products.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FLM  2-59. 

U.  S.  Tobacco  Exports  Dovn  Slightly  in  19  58.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FT  1-59. 

Interest  in  Kenaf  Increasing.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FVF  2-59. 
Foreign  Agriculture  magazine,  March  1959* 

Suez  Northbound  Oilseed  and  Oil  Shipments  Continue  High.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FFO  4-59 • 
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